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LAURIE KERR — TRIBUTE 
ROD ANTHONY — TRIBUTE 

Statement 
HON COLIN TINCKNELL (South West) [9.45 pm]: I want to mention a couple of men who have lost their 
lives in the last week or two and whom I was fortunate to work with in my career over the last 20 to 30-odd years. 
It is Men’s Health Week this week and these two guys need to be remembered for the great things they did for the 
state of Western Australia. 
One guy’s name is Laurie Kerr. He passed away the day before yesterday. Laurie was a troubled man. He was 
a survivor of the Bali bombings. It affected him a great deal, both physically and mentally. He suffered a great 
deal. It also affected his family and completely destroyed his career. 
Let me talk about that career. When he offered me a job to work in radio in Bunbury, I had heard of this gentleman, 
because in the early 1980s, at the age of 21, he had become the youngest man to be the head sales manager of 
6PR radio station. Laurie was an incredibly gifted, talented and creative man, especially in radio advertising, 
marketing and creativeness, so much so that Laurie still had those pearls of wisdom recently. We used to meet up 
and talk about radio advertising and he would still come out with gems and great ideas. 
He has a family: two lads and a daughter who are going to struggle. Laurie was only a young man when he passed 
away; he was 57. His children are going to struggle, along with their mother. Recently, I met one son, Aaron. He 
reminds me of his dad. He has that radio voice and that creativeness. I see Laurie in him. 
As I said, I met Laurie in 1987 when he gave me an opportunity to work with him. I was in radio for 11 years and 
learnt many things from him. He was an absolutely gun radio professional. I wanted to make this tribute and this 
memorial to him. He created so many incredible creative campaigns for clients over a long time at many radio 
stations. He was one of the best in that profession. 
Another gentleman I want to mention is Rod Anthony. Rod was a couple of years older than I am. He passed away 
just before his seventieth birthday. He suffered from cancer and it finally got on top of him. Rod was my back to 
back. Anyone who has worked FIFO knows how important their back to back is. In other words, he was doing 
exactly the same job I was doing when I worked at the Telfer goldmine. He was a completely different character 
from me, and his calmness made me a better person. He just had a heart of gold and was an absolute professional 
when it came to looking after Indigenous people and getting them working. 
After Rod finished working for the Telfer goldmine, which is part of the Newcrest Mining company, he decided to open 
up a joint venture with a guy called Kevin Fred, who was the main elder at the Telfer goldmine. They ran a company 
called Birra Personnel. Over the last 15 years, they would have trained and put to work thousands of Aboriginal people, 
not just Martu people, and not just at the Telfer mine, but at many other mines and exploration sites that I have worked at. 
Rod’s memorial was just the other day. Obviously, with funerals now being limited to mainly family, there were 
about 60 or 70 of us—mainly older gentlemen, but also some very young ones Rod had mentored and who had turned 
up to his memorial. It was a fantastic occasion because we got a chance to grieve, but also to honour and celebrate 
a fantastic life. He was a guy who made a massive contribution to Indigenous people in this state, but I think the 
thing about Rod that made him different for me and for other people I have worked with was his calmness. 
He was a logistics expert. He used to be a telecom technician and worked all over the world doing that before he 
got into Aboriginal affairs, but his logistics skills were incredible. I learnt a lot from him and I just want to honour 
him and his family tonight. Birra Personnel will continue on. His young son Stephen will continue the business. 
Kevin Fred is also suffering from a heart complaint these days; he is getting pretty old. I hope his son Tyler will join 
Stephen and carry on the Birra Personnel joint venture that was formed all those years ago. The work they have 
done is incredible; it was established in the early days, before Indigenous people really got a chance to get involved 
in businesses. This was something that Rod had earmarked early on to make happen. 
I just wanted to give a wonderful memorial mention to those two guys. As I said, it is Men’s Health Week and 
one of those gentlemen passed away with many problems and mental issues. He had very few places to go to. I do 
not know whether the state government and, hopefully, the federal government could do more to provide men with 
more support. This is a week during which we need to bring that up, and I think there is more that we could do. I am 
not too sure whether, at the federal level, there is a men’s minister, but if we do not have one, we need to have one. 
I will not talk too much about that tonight because it will take the shine off two incredible gentlemen I had the 
honour to work with over a 30-year period. 
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